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Dr. Tricia Hall goes over her 2012 income tax return with Tech. Sgt. Joseph Duffy, a volunteer preparer at the Joint Base San Antonio-Lackland Tax Center. Hall said using the center for 
her income tax preparation and filing has been a “wonderful experience,” which she attributed to the volunteers, preparation fee savings and location convenience.. Story PGs 10-11.
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Bergquist Gate is closed for an extended period of time 
due to construction. Signal lights will be off and barriers 
will be in place to prevent traffic from entering through 
the gate. Camp Bramble access will be maintained. All 
traffic is directed to Gateway East Gate. 

Bergquist Gate Closure

By Maj. Daniel R. Katka
Sexual Assault Prevention and Response 
Community Relations Program Director

April has been designated as 
Sexual Assault Awareness Month 
by the Department of Defense and 

Joint Base San Antonio to raise aware-
ness and promote the prevention of sexual 
violence. 

The 2013 campaign theme is “We own 
it … We’ll solve it …Together.”  

We own it: We own this problem and 
recognize the impact it has on our person-
nel and mission readiness.  

We’ll solve it: Leaders spearhead efforts 
to establish a culture where bystanders 
intervene, offenders are held accountable, 
victims are supported and every Soldier, 
Sailor, Airman and Marine is treated with 
dignity and respect.  

Together: Reinforces idea that to be 
successful, we must work together across 
DOD and in our local communities to com-

bat sexual assault.    
The SAAM proclamation ceremony took 

place on Wednesday at Joint Base San 
Antonio-Fort Sam Houston.
Other JBSA SAAM activities include:

Free self-defense classes.•	  Classes have 
a maximum of 60 students. No regis-
tration required, classes are first come 
first serve. Classes are held at JBSA-
Lackland’s Warhawk Fitness Center 
from 4:30 to 5:30 p.m. April 10, at JB-
SA-Fort Sam Houston’s Jimmy Brought 
FitnessCenter from 4:30 to 5:30 p.m. 
April 17 and at JBSA-Randolph’s Ram-
bler Fitness Center from 4:30 to 5:30 
p.m. April 24.
“Choose Respect” teen dance.•	  At the 
JBSA-Fort Sam Houston Youth Center, 
Building 1630 on Watkins Road from 
6 to 11 p.m. April 26. Teens between 
the ages of 13 and 18 are invited to 
the center for a dance and game night.  
Requires parent permission slip.     Call 
221-3502 or 671-7374 for more infor-

mation.
Information tables.•	  Sexual assault re-
alities, victim services, and prevention 
tips will be distributed across JBSA. 
Teal Ribbon campaign.•	  As the color 
representing SAAM, teal ribbons will 
be placed around the JBSA community 
to show support for victims recovering 
from sexual assault. 
Social media blitz.•	  Catch facts, stats, 
and prevention tips in the News Leader, 
Talespinner and Wingspread and also 
on the JBSA Facebook and Twitter 
pages.

The JBSA Sexual Assault hotline is 
808-7272 and the JBSA Sexual Assault 
Response Coordinator can be reached at 
808-0110 or 808-6316. 

Soldiers can call the Sexual Harassment 
Assault Response and Prevention number 
at 221-0598, while Sailors and Marines 
can call the Navy SARC at 221-1496.

http://www.jbsa.af.mil/shared/media/
document/AFD-130328-042.pdf

Sexual Assault Awareness Month:

‘We own it …We’ll solve it …Together’

April is Sexual Assault Awareness Month
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ThuRSday
education fair at arnold hall

An education fair sponsored by the 
Joint Base San Antonio-Lackland Career 
Assistance Office is Thursday, 10 a.m.-2 
p.m., at Arnold Hall Community Center.

The fair features more than 40 col-
leges and universities. School coordina-
tors will be at the fair to answer ques-
tions and provide information for service 
members.

For more information, visit the Air 
Force Portal or contact Master Sgt. 
Tracette Abney, JBSA-Lackland Career 
Assistance Advisor, at 671-1575.

 
apRil 15
balfour beatty scholarships

The Balfour Beatty Communities Foun-
dation is accepting applications for their 
scholarship program. 

Applications are available at http://
www.bbcommunitiesfoundation.org or 
http://www.LacklandAFBFamilyHousing.
com. The deadline to apply is April 15.

Contact Claudia Moreno at 674-9366 
or email cmoreno@bbcgrp.com.

apRil 24
fiesta in blue concert

The United States Air Force Band of 
the West’s annual Fiesta in Blue concert 
is April 24, 7 p.m., in the Bob Hope The-
ater at Joint Base San Antonio-Lackland.

The performance is free; however tick-
ets and base access are required. Tickets 
are available at the JBSA-Lackland and 
JBSA-Randolph Information, Travel and 
Ticket offices, or the JBSA-Fort Sam Hous-
ton Morale, Welfare and Recreation office.

For more information about Fiesta 
in Blue or other USAF Band of the West 
performances, visit http//:www.band-
ofthewest.af.mil or http//:www.facebook.
com/bandofthewest.

infoRMaTional
air force assistance fund

The Air Force Assistance Fund drive  
at Joint Base San Antonio-Lackland 
continues through May 3.

For campaign information or to make 
a donation, contact 1st Lt. Ryan Nichols 
at 925-5721 or a Unit Project Officer. 

Additional information is also avail-
able at http://www.afassistancefund.org.

News iN Brief

By Staff Sgt. Alexandra Hoachlander
Air Force Public Affairs Agency

More than 50 wounded, ill or injured 
Airmen from the Joint Base San Antonio-
Lackland Patient Squadron participated 
in a two-day adaptive sports camp here 
March 21-22.

The camp was provided by the Air 
Force Wounded Warrior Adaptive Sports 
Program, which introduces wounded, in-
jured and ill Airmen to adaptive sports, 
such as wheelchair basketball and sit-
ting volleyball, as early in the healing 
process as possible, and to get them in-
terested in competing locally, or even at 
the national level at the Warrior Games 
in Colorado Springs, Colo.

The program is meant to help Airmen 
heal not only physically, but socially, 
emotionally and spiritually. 

“Competition, camaraderie, testing 
physical limits; those things become for-
gotten in the recovery process and some 
warriors develop an ‘I can’t’ philosophy,” 
said Tony Jasso, the Air Force Wounded 
Warrior Adaptive Sports Camp Program 
manager. “We are here to show them 
that they can.”

In December 2012, the program tran-
sitioned from an Air Force Services-run 
program, to an Air Force Personnel Cen-
ter, Air Force Wounded Warrior program 
that reaches Air Force wide. This made 

it possible to merge the program with 
the intended population. Since that time 
the program has tripled the amount of 
new participants from 27 to more than 
100 new athletes.

“Since transitioning to this new pro-
gram, we have had a lot of success with 
informing Airmen, and it has been a 
grand benefit to those in their recovery 
process,” Jasso said.

“This program saved my life,” said re-
tired Staff Sgt. Larry Franklin, who has 
been involved in the Air Force Wound-
ed Warrior Adaptive Sports Program 
for more than a year. “Being part of a 
team again gives me a sense of pride 
and makes me feel like I’m a part of 
something. It took me two years to stop 
being a tough guy and let people help 
me, and I encourage everyone else to 
do the same - to become a part of this 
program - because once you do, you’re 
a part of a family.”

Identification, education and par-
ticipation have made adaptive sports 
opportunities another method the Air 
Force can use to help warriors heal, and 

sets a new standard of care. 
“I will keep participating as long as 

they will let me,” Franklin said. “The 
hope the people running the program 
give me goes above what sports alone 
could ever do.”

For more information about this and 
other programs for wounded, ill or  
injured Airmen, visit www.wounded-
warrior.af.mil.

air force wounded warriors 
attend adaptive sports camp

Photos by Airman 1st Class Westin Warburton 
Air Force members play wheelchair basketball during an Air Force Adaptive Sports Program 
camp March 22 at Joint Base San Antonio-Randolph, Texas. The goal of the Air Force 
Wounded Warrior Adaptive Sports program is to introduce adaptive sports early on in the 
healing process in order to promote physical, social, emotional and spiritual healing. 

Tech. Sgt. Denovice Jackson shoots an air 
rifle during an Air Force Adaptive Sports 
Program camp March 21 at Joint Base San 
Antonio-Randolph, Texas.

Staff Sgt. Lara Ishikawa explains the func-
tions of a recumbent bike during an adap-
tive sports program camp March 21 at Joint 
Base San Antonio-Randolph, Texas.
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hagel announces fewer furlough days for Civilians
By Nick Simeone
American Forces Press Service

The Defense Department has re-
vised from 22 to 14 the number of 
days hundreds of thousands of civil-
ian employees could be furloughed 
this year because of the budget se-
quester, Defense Secretary Chuck Ha-
gel announced today.

In addition, a senior Defense De-
partment official speaking on back-
ground told reporters the start of the 
furloughs will be delayed until mid-
to-late June, after more than 700,000 
department employees receive fur-
lough notices now set to go out in 
early May. Furloughs would happen 
over seven two-week pay periods un-
til the end of September, when the 
current fiscal year ends, the senior 
official said, with employees likely 
to be told not to come to work for 
two days during each of those pay 
periods.

Department officials say they are 
still working to determine which em-
ployees might be exempted.

Hagel characterized the reduced 
furloughs as well as a revised esti-
mate of sequestration’s impact on 
the defense budget as good news. 
The changes follow Congressional 
approval last week of a defense ap-
propriations bill that prevented an 
additional six billion dollars in cuts, 
ordered under sequestration, from 
taking effect.

“It reduces a shortfall at least in 
the operations budget,“ the secretary 
told reporters at a Pentagon news 
conference. “We came out better 
than we went in under the seques-
ter, where it looks like our number is 
$41 billion (in cuts) now versus the 
$46 billion.”

But despite a Congressional re-
prieve, Hagel said the Pentagon is 
still going to be short at least $22 
billion for operations and mainte-
nance, “and that means we are going 
to have to prioritize and make some 
cuts and do what we’ve got to do,” 
including making sharp reductions in 
base operating support and training 
for nondeployed units.

More critical in the long run, he 
said, is how budget cuts will affect 
readiness and the department’s over-
all mission. Because of that concern, 
he said he has directed Deputy De-
fense Secretary Ash Carter and Army 
Gen. Martin E. Dempsey, chairman of 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff, to conduct 
an intensive department-wide review 
of U.S. strategic interests, including 
how to protect the nation with few-
er resources. “How do we prioritize 
the threats and then the capabilities 
required to deal with threats?” he 
said. “There will be some significant 
changes, there’s no way around it.”

Dempsey said the department has 
already exhausted 80 percent of its 
operating funds halfway through the 
fiscal year and characterized the 
current budget situation as “not the 
deepest, but the steepest decline in 
our budget ever,” and warned it will 
affect military readiness in the fu-
ture.

“We will have to trade at some 
level and to some degree our future 
readiness for current operations,” 

the chairman said. He called on elect-
ed leaders to give the Pentagon the 
budget flexibility it needs to carry out 
institutional reforms.

“We can’t afford excess equip-
ment,” Dempsey said. “We can’t afford 
excess facilities. We have to reform 
how we buy weapons and services. 
We have to reduce redundancy. And 
we’ve got to change, at some level, 
our compensation structure.”

The Department of Defense Dog Breeding 
Program needs families to foster puppies for 
three months.Potential foster families need: 
time and patience to raise a puppy age 12 
weeks to six months, a stimulating and safe 
home environment, and a desire to help rai-
sea military working dog.

Call 671-3686

Foster 
a puppy
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By Toby Housey
628th Air Base Wing Equal Opportunity

Do you occasionally make jokes or 
engage in discussions about sex while 
at work? Do you utilize racial or re-
ligious slurs in the duty section? Do 
you feel since no one complains about 
these behaviors nothing is wrong? Do 
you feel these behaviors are accept-
able because you work in a predomi-
nantly male or female duty section?

If you answered yes to any of these 
questions, it’s likely you are engag-
ing in inappropriate conduct at work 
that may have unlawful discriminato-
ry and sexual harassment overtones 
and you are in violation of Air Force 
policy. 

These types of violations can result 
in corrective actions to include sepa-
ration or termination. While making 
jokes in the duty section based on 
race, color, sex (to include sexual ha-
rassment), national origin, religion, 
age or disabilities may be funny for 
some individuals in the short term, 
these types of behaviors have long 
term effects on a unit.

Despite the intent, these actions 
cost units thousands of dollars and 
reap havoc on unit cohesion and 
pride, which results in unnecessary 
spending and unhealthy organiza-
tions. Individuals who are affected 
by these types of behaviors tend to 
become emotionally consumed and 
struggle at times to accomplish their 
portion of the mission.

While individuals affected by such 
conduct should resolve these con-
cerns at the lowest level by confront-
ing the offender, no one wants to be 
perceived as the odd man or woman 
out. Just because someone does not 
state they are offended by your con-
duct does not mean they are not. 
Should an individual really have to 
ask someone to cease conduct or be-
havior in which the Air Force already 
has policies in place to prevent? 

At the end of the day, we should 
strive to create and maintain duty 
sections conducive for all, not some. 
We must be respectful and mindful 
of our actions and constantly ask the 
question; is this helping or hurting 
my unit?

Inappropriate Conduct at Work
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By Alex Salinas
Joint Base San Antonio-Randolph Public Affairs

Organizations at Joint Base San Antonio are 
gearing up to celebrate Wingman Day throughout 
April.

Wingman Day was developed to boost morale 
and highlight the wingman concept – the promise, 

pledge and commitment between Airmen to pro-
vide mutual support in all things. 

“The emphasis of Wingman Day is for small 
group discussions to provide skills and strategies 
related to health, mission performance and unit 
cohesion,” Senior Airman Katie Bowling, 902nd 
Mission Support Group Wingman Day coordina-
tor, said. “Each separate organization will coor-

dinate its own events, but do have an agenda to 
follow.”

While Airmen understand what Wingman Day 
represents as a whole, some individuals may take 
away something different. 

“Wingman Day is a day when we gather as a unit 
to remind everyone the importance of being a good 
friend and coworker,” 2nd Lt. Richard Belcher, 
902nd Contracting Squadron contract administra-
tor, said. “We also give reminders on how people 
can deal with stressful areas in their lives, like 
relationships, finances and how to read people’s 
emotions and how to approach them.”

Another Airman sees Wingman Day as an op-
portunity to safeguard the welfare of his fellows.   

“It’s about keeping an eye out on each other and 
being my ‘brother’s keeper,’” Air Force Chaplain 
(Lt. Col.) Bob Wido, JBSA-Randolph installation 
chaplain, said. “A true wingman takes responsibil-
ity that someone else’s needs are taken care of.”

Good wingmanship includes motivating others 
to improve physical fitness test scores, staying late 
at work to help someone with a heavy workload, 
being an active listener and providing encouraging 
feedback, Bowling said. 

“We all have good days and bad day; a wing-
man can laugh with someone on a good day and 
encourage him on a bad day,” Belcher added. 

The next Wingman Days at JBSA are scheduled 
in October. 

Contact unit commanders for any planned Wing-
man Day events.

organizations Celebrate Wingman day in april

By Robert Goetz
Joint Base San Antonio-Randolph Public Affairs

Airmen who have medical condi-
tions that restrict their physical train-
ing activities or exempt them from all 
or portions of their fitness assessment 
have a new process to follow.

A revised Air Force Instruction 10-
203, published this year, governs duty 
limiting conditions and their impact 
on Airmen’s fitness requirements, as 
well as their Air Force Specialty Code 
duties and mobility. The document, 
which revises AFI 10-203 published 
in June 2010, expands the health 
care provider’s role and alters the 
process flow for Air Force Form 469, 

also known as the Duty Limiting Con-
dition Report, among other changes.

“The changes to the program 
streamline the process for Airmen 
in that they will receive immediate 
notification from their primary care 
manager of any fitness restrictions 
given to them,” Mike Landez, 359th 
Aerospace-Medicine Squadron medi-
cal standards manager, said. “For 
PCMs, it entails a little more work 
because they will be required to print 
the profiles for fitness exemptions 
and give them to Airmen at the time 
of their visits.”

The AFI also alters the role of the 
exercise physiologist, who formerly 
generated the 469 as well as Air 

Force Form 422, which documents 
exercise prescriptions. 

Under the new AFI, a 422 is not 
required unless a PCM, unit com-
mander or patient requests an exer-
cise prescription, Keith Prince, Joint 
Base San Antonio-Randolph Health 
and Wellness Center Health Promo-
tions Flight chief, said.

“I use the 469 to give me a baseline 
for an individual’s ability,” he said.

For Airmen who have a medical 
condition that impacts their fitness 
but not their mobility, retention or 
work duties, the provider generates 
a 469 that details “functional limita-
tions, specific fitness restrictions … 
and fitness assessment exemptions,” 

the AFI reads.
If the restrictions and/or exemp-

tions are 180 days or less in duration, 
the provider signs and closes the 469 
and provides it to the Airman at the 
time of the appointment and an elec-
tronic copy is transmitted to the unit. 
If the restrictions or exemptions ex-
ceed 180 days, or if it is an exemption 
specifically for abdominal circumfer-
ence, the provider signs the 469, then 
submits it for review by the Medical 
Standards Management Element and 
a profiling officer before closing it 
and transmitting it to the unit.

An electronic copy is an important 

Revised Air Force Instruction changes process for duty limiting conditions

SEE CHANGES PG 12

Photo by U.S. Air Force Tech. Sgt. Raheem Moore

Joint Base San Antonio:



April 5, 2013 TALESPINNER PAGE 7

By Robert Goetz
Joint Base San Antonio-Randolph Public Affairs

Air Force Tuition Assistance is gone, at least tempo-
rarily, but Airmen can pursue their Community College 
of the Air Force degree in other ways.

Alternatives to tuition assistance range from free 
College Level Examination Program and Defense Ac-
tivity for Non-Traditional Education Support testing to 
the GI Bill and federal financial aid packages that are 
still available.

“We’re pushing CLEP exams,” Gay Close, 902nd 
Force Support Squadron education services specialist, 
said. “People have expressed concern that those will 
be taken away, but they’re still going strong. Students 
who score high can earn college credit rather than 
taking the course.”

Numerous CLEP tests and DANTES Subject Stan-
dardized Tests are offered, from language and litera-
ture to computers and finance, Close said.

“The CLEP exams are timed and feature five gen-
eral topics – college mathematics, college composition, 
natural sciences, humanities, and social sciences and 
history,” she said. “The general topics cover a little bit 
of everything under that specific title. The DANTES 
exams are untimed and feature just strictly specific 
subjects.”

CLEP exams are generally for freshman- and soph-
omore-level courses, Close said. 

“We would look at Airmen’s CCAF degree require-
ments and see what they need,” she said. “CCAF will 
take up to 30 hours of course credit through CLEP.”

Students can take every single CLEP exam one time 
for free, but if they have to repeat an exam, they have 
to pay a fee, Close said. Students also have to wait six 
months before they take the same exam again.

“We also recommend that nobody take one of these 
exams unless they’re prepared,” she said.

CLEP and DANTES testing is offered at the Nation-
al Test Centers at Joint Base San Antonio-Randolph, 
building 208; JBSA-Lackland, building 5725; and Way-
land Baptist University, 11550 Interstate 35 North, San 
Antonio.

The Federal Pell Grant Program and other forms 
of federal financial aid are other options for Airmen, 
Close said. Pell grants provide up to $5,500 per year, 
which will pay for four to seven classes and books. 
Information is available at the Free Application for 
Federal Student Aid website, www.FAFSA.ed.gov.

The GI Bill is another option, but not one that is rec-
ommended for younger Airmen, who should consider 
CLEP exams and other alternatives, Close said. 

“The GI Bill is specific to the individual,” she said. 
“It’s best to discuss it with a Veterans Affairs repre-

sentative.”
The Randolph Education Services Center also offers 

a scholarship starter kit and provides information on 
financial aid for wounded warriors, Close said.

“The starter kit is a huge list, but it’s well worth 
your time to review,” she said. 

Some schools provide tuition breaks for active-duty 
members, Close said.

“If anybody’s looking to take classes at a particular 
school, they should find out if there are any specials,” 
she said.

Close also mentioned a free online CCAF Introduc-
tion to Culture course offered through the Air Force 
Culture and Language Center at Maxwell Air Force 
Base, Ala.

“That course provides three elective hours for social 
sciences,” she said.

Websites that include information on scholarships 
and funding options include www.needalift.org, a col-
lege financial aid guide from the American Legion; 
www.militaryfamily.org, military spouse scholarships 
from the National Military Family Association; www.
militaryscholar.org, information from the Fisher House 
Foundation on scholarships for military members, 
their spouses and children; www.pattillmanfoundation.
org, scholarships for veterans, active duty and their 
spouses; and www.afa.org/aef/aid/scholars,asp,  vari-
ous scholarships from the Air Force Association.

Tuition assistance options range from CLEP tests to scholarships
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By Terri Moon Cronk
American Forces Press Service

During April’s Month of the Military 
Child, the Defense Department rec-
ognizes the support provided by and 
sacrifices made by military children, 
said Barbara Thompson, director of 
DOD’s office of family policy/children 
and youth.

Since 1983, DOD has recognized 
military children for the support they 
provide to their families. There are 
now 1.8 million children in the mili-
tary system, Thompson said.

“Military children, youth and teens 
are an integral part of their military 
parent because they stand by them, 
they’re proud of them, they recognize 
their sacrifices and they take on ad-
ditional responsibilities to meet the 
needs of their families,” she said.

Military children also receive na-
tional-level recognition, Thompson 
said. Following a presidential study 
directive in January 2011, she said, 
the cabinet secretaries signed a letter 
of support from their departments to 

military communities.
Based on that directive, DOD has 

partnered with the Department of 
Agriculture and Health and Human 

Services to increase the availability of 
high-quality child care off the installa-
tion, she said, adding that 66 percent 
of military families live off base.

Thompson said she hopes civilian 
communities will also reach out to 
military children.

“Our military children are embed-
ded in their school systems and their 
neighborhoods,” she said.

Military installations will celebrate 
the Month of the Military Child with 
activities such as parades, face paint-
ing, carnivals and other events that 
children enjoy, Thompson said. Ac-
tivities information, she said, will be 
available through base newspapers, 
youth centers, child development cen-
ters and family support centers.

Even though the number of chil-
dren with a deployed parent has de-
creased because of the U.S. military’s 
drawdown in Afghanistan, military 
families continue to face deployments, 
humanitarian missions and training, 
Thompson said.

Regardless of the mission, military 
families are separated during times 
of holidays and children’s birthdays, 
she said.

“That’s why we recognize that chil-
dren serve, too,” Thompson said.

Military Child Month Salutes Children’s Contributions

U.S. Air Force photo by Staff Sgt. Renae Saylock
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Congratulations to the fol-
lowing 68 Airmen for being 
selected as honor graduates 
among the 654 Air Force 
basic military trainees who 
graduated March 29:

320th Training Squadron
Flight 235
Demitrius Gray
Travis Long 
Paul Roberts 
Joshua Saunders
Gregory Stonewall
Christopher Taylor
Isaac Vandeweert
Flight 236
Shiloh Burns 
Brittany Eley 
Alexandria Fraga
Chelsea Griffith 
Nikki Mcwhirt 
Audrianna Pennington
Amy Wenger
Flight 241
Nicholas Harp
Matthew Herzberg
Derrick Nicholson
Aiden O’Jester

Ryan Rork
Flight 242
Tyler Brewer
Eric Feigner
Ian Hughes
Kellen Iverson
Marlon Mccloud
Wesley Merrell
Mason Smith
Jonah Wilkins
Forrest Zimmermann

321st Training Squadron
Flight 233
Jasper Bustamante
Quentin Shoemaker
Mark Wishall
Marlene O’Connor-Beck

322nd Training Squadron
Flight 237
Danny Jackson Jr
Parker Johnson
Steven Krueger
Kris Petroski
Zachari Wilson
Flight 238
Chad Abbett
David Cheatum

Bryce Gardner
Tyler Monk
Ivan Walls

323rd Training Squadron
Flight 243
Steven Sanford
Flight 244
Kyndall Gruzinski
Megan Leathers

326th Training Squadron
Flight 239
Mark Darnell
Vincent Falbo
Nicolaus Kautz
Joseph Martinez
Ryan Pastor
Curtis Pufford
Zaine Ristau
Flight 240
Leah Williams 
Candice Workman

331st Training Squadron
Flight 231
Michael Akey
Joshua Barker
Lance Bishop

Eric Bryant
Herbert Coggeshall III
Jose Garza
Elijah Lahud
Michael Loftin-Chavis
Mark Skadsberg
Christian Tone
Vale Zins
Flight 232
Andree Gibson
Christopher Smith
Joseph Smith

Top BMT Airman
Amy Wenger
320th TRS, Flight 236
Most Physically Fit
Male Airmen
Travis Long
320th TRS, Flight 235
William Cosby
326th TRS, Flight 239
Justin Zimmerman
320th TRS, Flight 241
Tyler Monk
322nd TRS, Flight 238
Female Airmen
Amy Wenger
320th TRS, Flight 236

Keelin McKeon
326th TRS, Flight 240
Brianna Day
326th TRS, Flight 240
Jordan Taylor
323rd TRS, Flight 244
Male Flights
320th TRS, Flight 241
323rd TRS, Flight 243
331st TRS, Flight 231
331st TRS, Flight 232
Female Flights
320th TRS, Flight 236
326th TRS, Flight 240
323rd TRS, Flight 244
321st TRS, Flight 234

Top Academic Flights
320th TRS, Flight 235
321st TRS, Flight 233
322nd TRS, Flight 238
326th TRS, Flight 239
326th TRS, Flight 240
331st TRS, Flight 231
322nd TRS, Flight 237
320th TRS, Flight 241
331st TRS, Flight 232
323rd TRS, Flight 243
320th TRS, Flight 236
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By Mike Joseph
Senior Writer

A word combination of “free” and “tax” 
seems an unlikely pair.

However, a dedicated volunteer group 
at Joint Base San Antonio-Lackland makes them 
become a matching pair when it comes to offering 
free income tax assistance for military members 
and retirees.

Operated by 47 volunteers from various base 
organizations, the JBSA-Lackland Tax Center of-
fers free tax return preparation and electronic re-
turn fi ling services as a military-based Volunteer 

Income Tax Assistance program. The volunteers 
who staff the center donate time during the day, 
evenings and occasionally weekends to make the 
free service available. 

The volunteer tax preparers have been trained, 
tested and certifi ed in current tax law by the 
Internal Revenue Service. The center operates 
under IRS guidelines similar to community VITA 
programs; all returns fi led by the center are con-
sidered self-prepared, and the tax payer assumes 
responsibility and liability for the return. 

And from the time it opens in mid-January until 
the last return is fi led in April, the basement of 
37th Training Wing headquarters, where the cen-
ter is located, becomes a beehive of activity.  

“We’ve been booked through the end of tax sea-
son,” said Capt. Trent Bradford, 802nd Mission 
Support Group/Judge Advocate, the center’s of-
fi cer in charge. “We’re trying to squeeze in some 
appointments and asking our preparers if they 
can volunteer any more hours. 

 “Our preparers take this very seriously,” Brad-
ford said. “They care about the people. They’re 
not just knocking out returns to get them done.”

Capt. Valerie Gregory, 802nd MSG/JA, a volun-
teer tax preparer who also coordinates the daily 
operation, said the volunteers are doing more 
with less this year.

“We’re operating with about 30 fewer volun-
teers than last year and we’ve actually increased 
our average output,” Gregory said. “The average 
total number of returns verses total number of 
preparers was 19 last year and this year we’re 
at 24. Our total numbers are down, but each pre-
parer is doing more requests.”

Whether it’s preparing a 1040EZ or a more 
complicated 1040, neither is possible without 
the center’s volunteers. Most average 10 hours 
a week while also working full-time jobs around 
base. 

“I enjoy helping people,” said Linda Vaillan-
court, a tax preparer volunteer for the past 10 
years. “It comes naturally because I’ve done my 
own taxes since I was 16. I enjoy the end result 
of something that makes people happy.

“I try not to make it so painful when they owe,” 
she said. “I explain to them why they owe, and try 
to educate them about their own taxes.”

An operations research analyst at the Joint In-
formation Operations Warfare Center on Security 
Hill, Vaillancourt has made up for lost volunteer 
time. Work-related travel limited her volunteer 
opportunities the last four years, but not this tax 
season. She’s working 40 hours a week and vol-
unteering almost as many. 

“I enjoy doing this and it’s something I’ve 

missed,” Vaillancourt said. “I was used to doing 
at least 100 returns a season and that dwindled 
down to maybe 30 last year. This is the fi rst time 
in a long time I’ve been able to participate at 
this level.” 

The 342nd and 324th Training Squadrons also 
support the center. Each squadron supplies four 
transition fl ight Airmen for administrative duties 
in four-hour shifts Monday through Thursday. 

“All of our volunteers are tremendous,” said 
Gregory. 

Through Tuesday, the center had fi led 1,173 
federal returns, generated $2.2 million in refunds, 
and saved customers an estimated $190,295 
in preparation fees had they not used the Tax 
Center.

Those numbers and the center’s convenience 
on base combine for repeat customers. 

“It’s been a wonderful experience. You know 
there are no gimmicks,” said Dr. Tricia Hall, who 
used the center for the fi rst time in 2012. “It’s 
very convenient.” 

“All the young Airmen and Capt. Gregory bend 
over backwards to help you,” Hall said. “I couldn’t 
wait for my tax papers to come in this year so I 
could make my appointment.

Capt. Gregory told me what to bring and in 30 
minutes I was done. You don’t have the anxiety 
of waiting.” 

Utilizing the center’s service this year paid off 
for Staff Sgt. Seth Kubli, 453rd Electronic Warfare 
Squadron.

Kubli used a base tax center at his fi rst duty 
station in 2008, and then fi led his own returns 
the past three years. He sensed something was 
wrong when he had to pay state income tax in 
2010 and 2011. 

“I came here and found out I’d been fi ling 
wrong,” Kubli said. “My W-2s hadn’t included the 
state tax I had paid and I didn’t catch it. Had I 
known it was that easy to make mistakes, I defi -
nitely would have used the center before now.”

“It’s convenient and they’re easy to work with,” 
he added. “They went out of their way to get my 
money back from the last two years and a refund 
for this year.”

Gregory said she’s received multiple compli-
ments from clients about the center and its vol-
unteers. 

“They appreciate somebody here on a volun-
teer basis,” she said. “I haven’t had anyone yet 
who’s been displeased.”

Linda Vaillancourt 
(right), a JBSA-Lackland 
Tax Center volunteer 
preparer, reviews Amy 
Ramey’s tax return be-
fore fi ling it with the In-
ternal Revenue Service.Volunteers 

make  fi ling 
less  taxingless  taxingless  taxingless  taxingless  taxingless  taxingless  taxing

Photos by Alan Boedeker
Elisabeth and Terry Clark (left) speak with Capt. Valerie Gregory prior to their appointment at the JBSA-Lackland 
Tax Center. Gregory coordinates the daily operations at the Tax Center and is also a volunteer preparer..

Staff Sgt. Seth Kubli 
(right) looks over his 
2012 tax return prepared 
by Senior Airman Phillip 
Rodriguez, a volunteer 
at the JBSA-Lackland 
Tax Center. The center 
helped Kubli get state 
income tax refunds from 
2010 and 2011 after 
discovering a mistake in 
his previous fi lings.
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part of the process because members don’t always 
inform their units about their medical status, Maj. 
(Dr.) Valerie O’Brien, 359th Medical Operations 
Squadron family health physician, said.

“Now their unit will get the electronic version 
within a few days,” she said.

In addition, Airmen can check on their Individual 
Medical Readiness status online at https://asims.
afms.mil/webapp/myimr.aspx, Staff Sgt. Haydee 
Gonzalez, 359th AMDS medical standards techni-
cian, said.

“The Airmen can go in there and see their most 
current profile,” she said. “It’s a snapshot of where 
they’re at.”

Although exercise physiologists are not part of 
the 469 process, they still play an important role 
in ensuring Airmen follow an exercise prescription 
that will enable them to eventually meet their fit-
ness requirements, O’Brien said.

“The 422 is no longer required in a majority of 

cases, but we can still ask for a patient to be seen 
by an exercise physiologist,” she said. “It makes 
exercise physiologists more useful since it frees 
them up to see the people they need to see and 
get them back to full-duty status.”

Airmen who have a “very limited” profile will not 
see an exercise physiologist, O’Brien said.

“It’s based on medical need,” she said.
It’s important that Airmen “start the process as 

soon as they know something’s wrong,” Landez 
said.

He pointed to Section 2.18 of AFI 10-203, which 
says the Airman “must report any new medical 
condition, medical conditions that potentially affect 
deployability or any change in medical status to the 
appropriate medical provider at the time of onset” 
and “must meet scheduled medical appointments 
as directed and inform unit supervisor of required 
follow-up evaluations and appointments.”

The bottom line is that the commander “has  
to know the mission capability of the unit,”  
Landez said.

CHANGES FROM PG 6
Edwards Aquifer Level

in feet above sea level

For water restrictions, visit www.jbsa.af.mil

CURRENT LEVEL 

645.8'
STAGE II 

Normal - above 660’
Stage I - 660’
Stage II - 650’

Stage III - 642’
Stage IV - 640.5’
Stage V - 637’

The Action Line is your avenue for addressing 
issues you’ve been unable to resolve through 
your chain of command or an appropriate 
agency. 

It also allows you to give feedback and rec-
ognize outstanding people and units.

If you leave your name and telephone number 
or email address, you will receive a reply. 

Your contact information allows us to obtain 
more information, if needed, to help resolve 
your issue.

To submit an Action Line comment, email the 
JBSA-Lackland Public Affairs Office at action-
line@lackland.af.mil.

For issues related to the Wilford Hall Am-
bulatory Surgical Center, call the WHASC Ac-
tion Line at 292-4567, or email your request 
to 59mdw.pa@us.af.mil. 

For issues related to basic training or techni-
cal training, email the 37th Training Wing at 
37TRW.PA.INBOX@us.af.mil.

Items of interest may be printed in the Lack-
land Talespinner. 

Anonymous inquiries will not be published.

Joint Base 
san antonio 
Commander’s 
aCtion line
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apRil 12
rotc roadrunner tournament

The first ROTC Roadrunner Bat-
talion golf tournament is April 12 at 
Fort Sam Houston.

The best ball scramble tees off at 
1 p.m. Entry fees are $100 per per-
son or $320 for a four-person team.

Call 272-7940 or visit http://www.
roadrunnerbattalion.com. 

motorcycle safety rally

The 502nd Air Base Wing Safety 
Office will sponsor a motorcycle 
safety rally April 12, 9-11:30 a.m., at 
the Joint Base San Antonio-Lackland 
Medina Annex motorcycle training 
range.

The rally features a motorcycle 
safety inspection station and guest 
speakers. Riders will also have an 
opportunity to test their riding skills.

For more information, contact 
the 502nd ABW Safety Office at 
671-5028.

apRil 12-25
wireless sale at exchange

The spring mega wireless sale at 
the Lackland and Troop Store North 

Exchange mobile centers begins 
April 12 and runs through April 25. 
Video-capable smart phones with 
4G LTE connectivity will be avail-
able. Shoppers can also enter for 
a chance to win one of three 55” 
televisions to be given away, along 
with other prizes. No purchase is 
necessary to win, but shoppers must 
enter in person to be eligible. 

apRil 13
monthly thrift shop sale 

The Lackland Thrift Shop’s 
monthly INside and OUTside bag sale 
is April 13 at One Stop, Building 
5460, 9:30 a.m.-noon. Proceeds from 
all thrift shop sales support scholar-
ships for military dependents and 
military-connected organizations at 
JBSA-Lackland.

For information, call 671-3608 or 
visit http://www.lacklandosc.org. 

operation warrior reconnect golf

The annual Operation Warrior 
Reconnect golf tournament, honoring 
wounded warriors, is April 13 at Co-
manche Trace golf club in Kerrville.

Registration begins at 11 a.m. 
with a shotgun start at 1 p.m. The 
entry fee is $150 per person, $600 
for a four-person team.

Call 830-792-6610 or visit http://
www.roeverfoundation.org.

 
apRil 16
customer supply training

The 802nd Logistics Readiness 
Squadron’s Equipment Accountability 
Element conducts three classes on 
the third Tuesday of each month in 
the second floor conference room of 
Building 5160. 

Classes and start times for April 
16 are: Block I General Supply Train-
ing at 8 a.m., Block II Bench Stock 
Training at 8:45 a.m. and Block III 
Equipment Custodian Supplemental/
Refresher Training at 9:30 a.m. Call 
Ray Holland or Rain Virgino at 925-
1140/2514.

apRil 24
retired enlisted association meeting

Retired Enlisted Association 
Chapter 80 meetings are held at the 
Gateway Club every fourth Wednes-
day of the month at 1 p.m. 

For additional information, call 
658-2344.

infoRMaTional iTeMS
logistics readiness contact information 

The 802nd Logistics Readi-
ness Squadron Customer Service 

is the primary focal point for all 
supply-related questions, concerns, 
complaints, Zero Overpricing Pro-
gram and Defense Reutilization and 
Marketing Office transactions. 

For additional information, call 
customer service at 671-2575/ 
3611/3801, 925-1490/1049/1048 
or email 802lrs.customerservice@
lackland.af.mil.

residency program seeks patients

The Wilford Hall Ambulatory Sur-
gical Center Endodontic Residency 
Program, Air Force Postgraduate 
Dental School Department of Endo-
dontics is offering free treatment 
for patients who require root canal 
therapy. 

The service is available to 
military retirees, their immediate 
family members and family members 
of active duty service members. 
Patients must have been diagnosed 
recently with an endodontic condition 
requiring root canal therapy. 

Eligible patients should obtain 
a written consultation from their 
referring dentist and bring it to the 
dental clinic during normal duty 
hours, or fax it to 292-6431. 

Patients will be selected based  
on the needs of the endodontic 

training program. 
For additional information, call 

292-7831/3974.

talespinner submission deadline

To submit items for community 
briefs, email tale.spinner@us.af.
mil by noon Friday the week prior to 
publication.

dental program seeks patients

Dunn Dental Clinic is screening 
patients for dental care limited to 
surgical treatment of gum diseases 
and defects.

All eligible Department of Defense 
beneficiary categories will be 
screened for potential treatment as 
teaching cases, including depen-
dents of active-duty members and 
retirees.

Patients who have been informed 
by a general dentist that they require 
extensive periodontal therapy, such 
as advanced gum treatment or gum 
surgery, are eligible for evaluation. 
Routine dental cleanings are not 
accepted.

To schedule an evaluation  
appointment, call 671-9364 or  
have your dentist email the perio-
dontics department at aegdperio@
gmail.com.

 LocaL Briefs

Chapel serviCes

Air Force Aid Society 671-3722
Airman & Family Readiness Center 671-3722
Airman’s Attic 671-1780
American Red Cross 844-4225
Base Post Office 671-1058
Bowling Center 671-2271
DEERS 800-538-9552
Exceptional Family Member Program 671-3722
Family Child Care 671-3376
Legal Office 671-3362
Library 671-3610
Medical Appointment Line 916-9900
MPF ID Cards 671-6006
Outdoor Recreation 925-5532
TRICARE Info 800-444-5445
Thrift Shop 671-3608

Enlisted Spouses’ Club http://www.lacklandesc.org
Force Support Squadron http://www.lacklandfss.com
Lackland ISD http://www.lacklandisd.net
Officers’ Spouses’ Club http://www.lacklandosc.org
JBSA Public website http://www.jbsa.af.mil
My Air Force Life http://www.MyAirForceLife.com

  KEY FAMILY SUPPORT RESOURCES

For more details, contact Freedom Chapel - 671-4208 • Gateway Chapel - 671-2911 • Hope Chapel - 671-2941

JBSA-LACKLAND
protestant
Freedom Chapel -Building 1528
 Sunday
 Contemporary Service 9:30 am
 Religious Education 11:00 am
 Gospel Service 12:30 pm

 Wednesday
 AWANA 6:00 pm

Hope Chapel -Building 10338
 Sunday
 Contemporary Service 11:00 am
 Spanish Service 12:30 pm

Airmen Memorial Chapel -Building 5432
 Sunday
 Liturgical Service 8:00 am

denominational
BMT Reception Center –Building 7246
 Sunday
 Church of Christ 7:30 am

Gateway Chapel -Building 6300
 Saturday
 Seventh-day Adventist 12:30 pm

Education Classroom -Building 5200 
Rm. 108
 Sunday 
 Christian Science 7:30 am

roman CatholiC
Freedom Chapel -Building 1528
 Sunday
 Religious Education 9:00 am
 Mass 11:00 am

 Monday – Friday
 Daily Mass 11:30 am

Hope Chapel -Building 10338
 Saturday
 Reconciliation 4:30 pm
 Mass  5:30 pm

orthodoX Christian
Airmen Memorial Chapel -Building 5432
 Sunday
 Religious Education 8:00 am

the ChUrCh oF latter-daY saints 

Hope Chapel -Building 10338 
 Tuesday
 Religious Education 6:30 pm

 Thursday 
 LDS Institute 6:30 pm

 Sunday 
 LDS Service 8:00 am

JeWish
Airmen Memorial Chapel -Building 5432
 Friday

 Sabbath & Kiddush 4:00 pm

 Sunday 
 Religious Education 12:30 pm

islamiC
Global Ministry Center -Building 7452
 Friday
 Jummah Prayer 1:15 pm

 Sunday
 Religious Education 9:00 am

WiCCa
BMT Reception Center –Building 7246
 Sunday
 Military Open Circle 12:30 pm

Freedom Chapel –Building 1528
 1st Tuesday
 Military Open Circle 6:00 pm

other Faith GroUps
BMT Reception Center –Building 7246
 Sunday
 Buddhist 10:00 am

Gateway Chapel -Building 6300
 First, third and fifth Saturdays
 Eckankar 12:30 pm

 First, third and fifth Saturdays
 Baha’i 11:00 am
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happeninG
Family Support Events

ALL CLASSeS, SeMinARS, MeeTinGS AnD evenTS ARe heLD AT The AiRMAn AnD 
FAMiLy ReADineSS CenTeR, BUiLDinG 1249, unless noted below. 
CALL AFRC AT 671-3722 FOR ADDiTiOnAL inFORMATiOn.

Monthly 
Meetings

enlisted spouses’ club

The Lackland Enlisted Spouses’ 
Club meets every third Tuesday of 
the month at the Balfour Beatty 

Community Center, 6:30-8:30 p.m. 
For more information, visit  
http://www.lacklandesc.org.

officers’ spouses’ club

The Lackland Officers’ Spouses’ 
Club meets monthly. For dates and 

times, or more information, visit 
http://www.lacklandosc.org.

military council of catholic women

The Military Council of Catholic 
Women meets the first Friday of 

the month, 9:30 a.m., at Freedom 
Chapel. For additional information, 

call 671-4208.

WhaT'S

On the web 
http://www.

lacklandfss.com

Today
Air Force Basic Military Training  X

spouse and parents’ seminar, BMT 
Reception Center, Building 7246, noon. 
Call 800-973-7630 or 671-4057.

Monday
Five-day Transition Assistance  X

Program, mandatory pre-separation 
briefing and Form 2648 are required 
prerequisites, 7:45 a.m.-4 p.m.

Family readiness briefing, manda- X
tory for personnel deploying longer than 
30 days or going on remote assign-
ments, 10:30-11 a.m.

Post deployment briefing, required  X
for all Airmen returning from deploy-
ment, 802nd Logistics Readiness 
Squadron IDRC briefing room, Building 
5160, 2:30-3 p.m.

TueSday
American Veterans national service  X

officer available by appointment only,  
8 a.m.-noon. To make an appointment, 

call 773-354-6131.
Transition Assistance Program, 7:45  X

a.m.-4 p.m.

WedneSday
Transition Assistance Program, 7:45  X

a.m.-4 p.m.
Understanding the Veterans Admin- X

istration claims process, 10 a.m.-noon.
Awana Club meeting, Freedom  X

Chapel, 6-8 p.m. Call 671-4208.

ThuRSday
Transition Assistance Program, 7:45  X

a.m.-4 p.m.
Air Force Basic Military Training  X

spouse and parents’ seminar, BMT  
Reception Center, Building 7246, 1 p.m. 
Call 800-973-7630 or 671-4057.

apRil 12
Transition Assistance Program, 7:45  X

a.m.-4 p.m.
Air Force Basic Military Training  X

spouse and parents’ seminar, BMT 

Reception Center, Building 7246, noon. 
Call 800-973-7630 or 671-4057 for 
additional information.

apRil 15
Family readiness briefing, manda- X

tory for personnel deploying longer than 
30 days or going on remote assign-
ments, 10:30-11 a.m.

Post deployment briefing, required  X
for all Airmen returning from deploy-
ment, 802nd Logistics Readiness 
Squadron IDRC briefing room, Building 
5160, 2:30-3 p.m.

apRil 16
American Veterans national service  X

officer available by appointment, 8 a.m. 
-noon. For more details, call 773-354-
6131.

Pre-separation briefing, mandatory  X
for all members retiring, pre-registra-
tion required, 9 a.m.-noon.

Disabled Transition Assistance  X
Program, 11:30 a.m.-noon.

apRil 17
Newcomer’s orientation, mandatory  X

for personnel new to JBSA-Lackland, 
Gateway Club, 8 a.m.-2 p.m.

Awana Club meeting, Freedom  X
Chapel, 6-8 p.m. Call 671-4208.

apRil 18
Pre-separation briefing, mandatory  X

for all members separating voluntarily, 
pre-registration required, 9 a.m.-noon.

Disabled Transition Assistance  X
Program, 11:30 a.m.-noon.

Air Force Basic Military Training  X
spouse and parents’ seminar, BMT 
Reception Center, Building 7246, 1 p.m. 
Call 800-973-7630 or 671-4057.

apRil 19
Resume writing techniques, 11:30- X

1:30 p.m.
Air Force Basic Military Training  X

spouse and parents’ seminar, BMT 
Reception Center, Building 7246, noon. 
Call 800-973-7630 or 671-4057.
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802nd takes the basketball crown in spirited match
Photo by Robbin Cresswell

Maurice Jenkins-Day, 802nd Force Support Squadron, goes for a layup while Larry Howard, 543rd Support Squadron, attempts to block the shot. 

By Jose T. Garza III
Sports Editor

The 802nd Force Support Squad-
ron claimed the intramural basketball 
championship in a 47-37 victory over 
the 543rd Support Squadron during 
the Joint Base San Antonio-Lackland 
intramural tournament, March 20, at 
the Warhawk Fitness Center.

The victory avenged losses from last 
season and earlier this year for the FSS 
team.

The new base champions would hand 
both the Air Force Public Affairs Agency 
and the 37th Training Support Squad-
ron comeuppance with quarterfinal and 
semifinal wins at 62-48 and 44-37 re-
spectively, March 18 and 20.

AFPAA had dished FSS a 45-33 loss 

Jan. 17 during a regular-season game 
that was supposed to be a win, accord-
ing to FSS guard Maurice Jenkins-Day.

“That (regular-season) game; AFPAA 
players were just hitting shots that I 
didn’t think they could hit. But dur-
ing the quarterfinal game, we let them 
know that they should have not beat us 
the first time,” said Jenkins-Day, who 
scored a team high of 13 points.

The 37th TRSS was the next foe 
to conquer after it eliminated the No. 
1-seeded FSS 62-49 last season. The 
37th struck again this season when it 
handed the new champions a 64-57 loss 
during another regular-season game, 
March 14.

 “To redeem ourselves by beating the 

SEE CROWN PG 16
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37th TRSS (during the semi-finals) was huge. 
We know most of their players so it was good, 
competitive, back-and-forth action. They say 
revenge is real sweet,” said 802nd FSS Coach 
Kenneth Plummer.

One more team was left to overcome dur-
ing the semi-finals: the defending base intra-
mural basketball champions, the 543rd.

The FSS set the tone early in the March 

20 game with a 29-18 first-half lead, then 
carried its momentum into the second half, 
tallying a 19-point lead. SPTS was not go-
ing to readily give up its base crown and 
scored eight straight points to chip its deficit 
to 11, with six minutes left in the game. FSS 
preserved its lead with a floater from point 
guard Calvin Conliffe that sparked a short 6-0 
run for a 17-point lead with 5:30 left.

FSS clinched the game by playing team 
ball and staying relaxed, Plummer said.

“We just went up and down the court like 
we normally do. Everybody was smiling and 
having fun. The bench was having fun. No-
body was frustrated or mad at each other. We 
played team ball and pulled out the win.”

Jenkins-Day said the championship was a 
long time coming. “Last year, I felt we robbed 
ourselves. We had the best record but we 
eliminated ourselves in the first round. This 
year, it has been teamwork and we stayed 
disciplined.”

CROWN FROM PG 15UpcomiNg
3-on-3 basketball tournament

The Gillum Fitness Center 
hosts a 3-on-3 basketball 
tournament April 12. Register 
no later than Wednesday. Call 
210-977-2354 for details.
fitness center power outages

Due to scheduled power 
outages April 19, the 
Chaparral Fitness Center will 
be closed from 8-11 a.m. and 
the Warhawk Fitness Center 
will close from 1-3 p.m. Please 
plan to use one of the three 
other fitness centers during 
those closure times.
bowling center power outage

The Skylark Bowling Center 
will be closed April 22 due to 
a scheduled power outage. 
League play is also cancelled 
for that day. The bowling 
center is scheduled to reopen 
April 23.
volleyball location change

Scheduled volleyball games 
normally at Medina Fitness 
Center will take place at the 
Warhawk Fitness Center until 
Wednesday. Call 210-671-
4477.
private golf tournament-spring 
special

Book your tournament for 
this month at the Gateway 
Hills Golf Course and get 
special pricing. A minimum of 
40 players are required. Call 
210-671-3466 for info or stop 
by the shop for more details.
indoor cycling classes

Indoor cycling classes are 
held Tuesdays and Thursdays 
at 6 p.m., and Saturdays and 
Sundays at 8:30 a.m. in the 
Warhawk Fitness Center.

The classes are designed 
for all fitness levels. Cost is 
$2 per class. Call 338-2837 or 
email jodi.hilliard@yahoo.com.
cosmic bowling

The Skylark Bowling Center 
offers cosmic bowling Fridays 
from 9 p.m. to midnight and 
Saturdays 7 p.m. to midnight. 
The attraction features glow 
in the dark balls/pins, laser 
lights, music and a DJ every 
third Saturday. Call 210-671-
1234 for more details.

By Jose T. Garza III
Sports Editor

The 264th Medical Battal-
ion Company D is a two-sport 
team that has a desire to win. 
To satisfy its appetite for win-
ning, the team plays competi-
tive sports incessantly for nine 
months beginning with flag 
football in the fall on through 
basketball in the spring.

The Medical Battalion ful-
filled its desire for success by 
winning the Joint Base San 
Antonio-Fort Sam Houston 
intramural flag football cham-
pionship in an undefeated sea-
son, only to be blemished in a 
loss to the 59th Dental Squad-
ron for the JBSA flag football 
championship.

After redeeming itself by 
winning JBSA-Fort Sam Hous-
ton intramural basketball 
championship, the 264th kept 
the ball dribbling by defeating 
the 32nd Medical Brigade, 80-
57, to win the Joint Base San 
Antonio intramural basketball 
championship March 27 at the 
JBSA-Lackland Warhawk Fit-
ness Center.

“It was redemption for  
all of us who play foot-
ball. We got what we came  
for (JBSA intramural cham-
pionship), even though it  
was in another sport,” 264th 
Medical Battalion Coach John 

Spaulding said.
The 264th did not show any 

fatigue after defeating the Air 
Force Personnel Center, 45-
39 in the semifinals earlier in 
the night. The new base wide 
champions built a 33-27 first 
half lead that carried over into 
in the second half. The Medi-
cal Battalion put a full court 
press on its opposition in the 
middle of the second half, go-
ing on a 25-5 run for a 64-39 
lead. The offensive onslaught 
was led by Joshua Dressler, 
who scored 12 of his 18 points 
during the run. 

With victory out of its reach, 
the 32nd tried to battle back 
by going on a short 6-2 run 
with three minutes left to nar-
row its deficit to 71-51 before 
the champions clinched the 
title.

“It feels really good to be 
the champions. It’s all about 
team for us and that’s how 
we win games. We win by 
fast pace, pressure on the ball, 
and shooting 3’s. Shoot, shoot, 
shoot,” Dressler said.

The press and shoot style 
is a team philosophy incorpo-
rated by Spaulding.

“My philosophy is to play 
hard and to not care about 
your opponents. Let the scor-
ing do the talking and that is 
what we try to do,” Spaulding 
said.

JBSa-fort Sam houston basketball team 
wins title on JBSa-lackland territory
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#14 Ronald Rhea, 264th Medical Battalion, goes up for the dunk.




